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1. Claims 22-31 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in 
the reply filed on 7/20/2005. 

2. Applicant's election with traverse in the reply filed on 7/20/2005 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the search would be the same 
and therefore there would be no burden. This is not found persuasive because the 
non-elected invention is directed to a transfer/fusing device which would require a 
different search than the elected invention. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

4. Claims 1,20-21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 1, lines 6 and 7, insert "intermediate-- after "first". 

In claim 20, line 8, insert --intermediate-- after "first". 
In claim 21, line 11, delete "to a second". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1-8,12-16,19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kawaishi (JP# 08-160703). 

Kawaishi an image forming apparatus and method for its use comprising a 
photosensitive drum 9, a first intermediate transfer belt 19, and a second 
intermediate transfer belt 23. See Fig. 1. In operation, a latent image is formed on 
the photosensitive drum via exposure means 8, it is developed with toner via a 
developing device 14 to form a first toner image, and transferred to the first 
intermediate transfer belt via a biased transfer roller 20. Thereafter, this first toner 
image is transferred to the second intermediate transfer belt 23 via a biased 
transfer roller 23a, a second toner image is formed on the photosensitive drum and 
transferred to the first intermediate transfer belt. A paper sheet will be conveyed to 
the nip between the first and second transfer belts and the first and second toner 
images will be transferred to the front and back of the paper sheet so as to form a 
duplex copy. The first intermediate transfer belt is made of a resin material 
(polycarbonate, fluororesin) having a resisitivity of between 10 7 and 10 14 ohm* cm 
(see col.36-37). The second intermediate transfer belt is made of a base rubber 230 
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with a thin flurorine coat 231 thereon and having a resisitivity between 10 7 to 10 13 
ohm- cm (see col.38). The resin layer has less elongation than the rubber layer and 
therefore it can be said that the rubber intermediate belt is more deformable than 
the resin intermediate belt. 

6. Claims 9-1 1,17" 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Haneda (JP), Takeuchi (JP), Kim, Lior et al., Kemp et al., Sohmiya et al., and 
Tsukida et al. teach various duplex image forming apparatus. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert Beatty whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2130. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Arthur Grimley, can be reached on (571) 272-2136. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (703) 872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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